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A LOFT IN ITS RAW FORM 15 THE
modern archizest’s Flru.ni tubwila rasa: no
\.'-:Illil LT -1-’Il'|'iI i i:-'unpl'-'il;g It's casen-
I:I:.LJI]' a 51.\.'|.'|.":l of pure spce, '|h|'|.r LJE'LL_p_l:l
dilemma is to maintain by free-fowing
lkall‘.j‘ h]‘lllc n:.lk:n;" i1 ‘_-l,lj'..l;llnr..ll .dr|-.!
livable. And some archibects so relasls that
L|l£ll|-'l:21j,'l: that TE‘It:f choose to make a lofi
their own home

Such was the case with David Howell,
architect and owner of Manhottan's
David Howell Design. He purchased a
3,000-squanc-foot space where the hip
hogr hand Beastic Boys practiced in the
1980s. Located on the furth fooe, the lof
had nothing worth salvaging excepe big
alvmized windows facing Brosdway and
| Behy Sipeet

"l wunted a modem beel, clean-lined
yet warm and onganic and not too sterile,”
sy Howell, who sought a home for him
sclf and his fmily— wife Steffani Adronas,
an interior -:;:v_'hl_t]l:tl“, and their & ekl ald
win E'"I"'~ Sintra and Bianca, as well as
Iziz, 3 big Elgrer codored Abwasinian cat,
Hiss fumctional design called for a living
T, l..|l-.1|.1':|.1 dinii I AFeH, [anir Linin-
dry room, keer bedrooms, thiee bath-
OGS .=.|||I A MOrage mom,

Esmentially a big rectangle, the space
had & number of complications the archi-
pect noeded w address. The lincar-shaped
loft threatened to book Like a long cormdor
if net carcfully desgred. And wath win
dows confined o the fmont and the back
of the space, natural hght was hmited in
ather arcas

To add the illusion of more waddh,
Howell laid the black walnut feor hori-
zontally rather than vertically He inter
rupted the reetangular space visually by
dropping the ceiling and adding ap lights
i the IVENRE room, which s located :n the
front of the loft near the windows. The
-riEiJLH Br tl:fl_..r“:ll rises to its full |il.'i].."’l' n
the kitchen, dining aren and adjoining
siiting rodn space

With no walls 1w break the flc WA this
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Large windows aveloaking Breadwsy and Tt Seeet shing Gght on the Bving ipoto. whéok i
wingasl |y smpersted lrom (e rest of the home by 8 seoten reh traditisral to New Insland.



To wraid o corrdar of doars, B drapery divices the
livineg resm {roms the gust mooim beyosd

cemitral area is o and spacious, All
pther rooms fall 4Frr.1lg' the perImeter,
||.|| k ol

thae I-:I'r, with bathrooms, clowets, laundry

Bedrooms span the width of the

ind pantry lowing along the sides

With =0 many rooms—I12 n all
Howell wanied o sveid & corridor of
doors. Consequently, he had all but two
-||1-'|r\.L.l!|l 'h"l|'|ll1 |l|-|||!'-\. .'|||.|I l.\'*”;i.h s
The two vinhle doars are nine feet hagh,
preserving the space’s vertical dimension
by drawing the eye up ta the criling. For
i '.ufh.'ll:i_'l;} t'!!-.u-'. EWi I..'l"r';l.' -\.Ildl.ll:fir.l
mark the entrances to the pantry and the
*'Lll: 3 roOaOm,

The 1%l midcontury furnishmgs i
'.t“: a!.i'bl.]i’: REAT] |-IH.L'|- Ll 1 II:“JI:‘.I |.||I1||'l
and modern contempomry shapes. A
awlular sofn [romn B&B Charles is
grouped with two Mile Baughman
lounge chairs on an antigue Moioocin
mig frem ARC Clorper & Home. Howell,
wha was rarsed tn New Fealand, beeaks
the living mom space with a dramanc
woaoden i!:m|'|- rallt, a chaise weed ll_\' Kiwis
Extersor walls beyond the living aren are
F‘J.I'.I.'I.’I"I.; m Irlulf'.l'i W illrlil‘l

In the kitchen, rather than adding



A custus-casbgrimd markds miesalc tabki i T E?—;-E—:H
nighilghiad by & Rakan pantdeet lamp The ; e
iemily sleo gathers aroun il i A0 By
oot Corles atind, whick Bad o be

brought in through & window




A playlal srrsgament of eslorsl lvmps on sne wnll shaws

m ereceney serees. g hofl Bumination and s teeask

¢ wall,

calmnects 1o the upper portson af ¢

Howell r-\.-a|.—|| d long |--‘-n".' and
l.'IaL'..I a few casefully choswen ar o ieciy,

Alter the firs -.'|:-|r_ it Upper shelves

. . -
BEcime nusssle e wiya. Besider, he

dl!l‘i-_ when fine I-l'.l meEn sn i l‘ :'.".‘E_
the area bepomer 2 more newtral pan
of the larger living space,

A huge 10-fooe by 4-loot bone
colored Corlan island, which had 1o be
brought in through the window, is 2 fan

ily gathering spot. Lo the dining area, an

lialian pendant |1|_'..'|". |"| Carln 5 AF]sa

} iNgs OvVEr tne |—:-|.l.|'5 -.I."- i) S|

maosass table,

The bedrooims, which the aschitect
designed as slesping cells, are compacr,
just as the name imphci. A king-uze bed,
however, its eusily in the masier bhedroon

The girli, who like o thare the same

raoin, have 3 ||i ayfunl sles PiE Epasie Wit

a colorful stiped wall, On the oeiling, red
and white umbeellas brom Chinstown
dangle from fishing line
In the end, Howell uwsed this blank
cinyas fid F' piil I'l Lidie | r!!"l!' m
i
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