


LOFTY AMBITIONS
A light-filled New York apartment with an intriguing history and one of the top 
addresses in the city shows off its best side after a comprehensive makeover.
W O R D S  S A R A H  H A R V E Y   P H O T O G R A P H Y  R O D O L F O  M A R T I N E Z

ARCH 
ARRIVAL
Impressive loft 
windows, which 
offer views down 
Broadway, bring 
light into the living 
and dining space 
of the Cacci-
Sylvester New 
York apartment. 
The vintage Milo 
Baughman coffee 
table is paired with 
a B&B Italia sofa.
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W
e aimed to celebrate the building’s history and to bring the focus of 
the spaces back to loft’s incredible street views,” says architect 
David Howell of the New York apartment he has reworked into 
an inviting space in one of the city’s most recognisable buildings. 
The building, which stands on the corner of Bleecker Street and 
Broadway and is now called Bleecker Tower, was built in 1890 by 

acclaimed architect Stephen Decatur Hatch as a bank for the Manhattan Savings Institute. 
One of the largest bank robberies in United States history of the time took place on the site, 
in the bank’s original building, in 1878. The thieves stole nearly US$3 million. 

Marcella Cacci and Viven Sylvester bought the apartment in 2013 with that history in 
mind and with a plan of giving the space its first renovations in more than 40 years. The 
apartment, Cacci says, was “in terrible shape. We basically came in and gutted the space but 
retained all the historical features: the windows, the wood, the columns.” The result is a 
sprawling, loft-style apartment, typical of New York, with expansive floor-to-ceiling arched 
windows almost four metres by six metres in size. It is an impressive residence indeed.   ▶
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WARM SPELL
Combating the 
privations of a New 
York winter is the 
three-metre 
EcoSmart 
ethanol-burning 
fireplace, its black 
shape posing a 
comforting balance 
to the home’s 
prevailing white 
palette.
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O D H I A L  I S NO D H I A L  I S N

COOKING  WITH LIGHT
It was all about textures in the kitchen, owner Marcella Cacci says.“We wanted to have different texture so the kitchen 
is very shiny; you see all the Italian cabinetry is very shiny and glossy, as are the floors, but the marble is textural. So 
you have natural textures and then you have very high gloss synthetic textures.” The kitchen leads into the living room 
with an eco-friendly fireplace. “It is 10 feet [about three metres] long. And as much as we wanted the space to be 
calm and clean we also wanted some warmth. The fireplace is really important for us. It is cold in New York; it snows.”

K ITCHEN 
CONFIDENCE
Polish and refined 
simplicity come to 
the fore with 
cabinetry in a 
glossy lacquer 
finish and Corian 
countertops. 
Flooring all through 
the apartment is 
bleached and 
polished oak. 
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GO ONLINE AND READ UP ON OUR HANDY INSIDER TIPS FOR VISITING NEW YORK, FROM THE CITY’S BEST 
FASHION BOUTIQUES TO OFF-THE-RADAR BARS AND RESTAURANTS. KEYWORDS: NEW YORK

Howell, a New Zealander who has lived in New York for decades, says the main focus in the project was to restore 
the historic elements while creating a 21st century environment for a city dweller. “The building is part of the fabric of 
New York but the apartment required an entire gut renovation, [which included] demolishing the existing mezzanine 
spaces and creating a whole new layout,” Howell explains. “The client is an experienced owner and she came with a very 
specific and determined mindset. When you have such a beautiful shell and there is no reason to replicate that you can 
do something incredibly clean and white.”

Howell says the “visual feast of the exterior detailing on the Broadway and Bleecker Street facades translates into 
the loft’s original floor-to-ceiling wood arched windows”. The windows were painstakingly restored and the ceilings 
were reclaimed throughout. The contrast between old and new is the dominating character of the project. New materials 
and detailing are sleek and clean: Swedish beech wood planks line the floors while marble slabs form the countertops, 
a spectacular bathtub backdrop and an impressive three-metre fireplace. Custom pocket doors create flow and flexibility 
and new lighting coves add to the modern feel bringing ambient lighting. The marriage of the old and new is fulfilled in 
the loft’s massive living space. Light fills the room through the wide windows — inescapably drawing you back to the 
history of the building.

Howell says: “When you step inside, you can take your shoes off and take a moment to chill out and listen to music 
and get away from the beautiful chaos of New York City.”

Cacci says she wanted it to be the “quintessential New York loft. That was what I always dreamed of living in. 
I wanted to mix the old and new. It is now very slick, and very city but also feels like old New York”. She explains it was 
very important to her that the historic features, such as the windows, were retained. “A company came in and worked 
for almost eight months just on the windows. They hand-sanded them then filled all the holes, the cracks. It was just 
a massive undertaking. After they fixed all the windows they bleached them for three months because they were a dark 
wood then we stained them a very light, driftwood grey. That was probably the biggest part of the renovation.”

Cacci says technology was also a big part of the renovation. “Everything is controlled by your iPhone: a full music 
system, air conditioning and heating, the shades. If I am away — I travel a lot for business — I can control the temperature 
in the house the shades in the house.”

Cacci and her partner have lived in the apartment for two years now and they say it is everything they imagined of 
such a space. “The light is incredible. The location, because it is a corner apartment, means you can see straight down 
Broadway. It’s almost a commentary on New York; you can watch life go by.”  

N E W  Y O R K

MARBLE 
HEROE S
The earthy grain of 
the marble in the 
bathroom lends a 
natural fluidity to 
the visual texture 
to complement the 
clean symmetry of 
the Keuco vanity 
and “Melete” wall 
sconces from 
Artemide.
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