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Kiwi architect David Howell has built himself a selid reputation
and a littleslice of paradise in New York City's buUsting borough.
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j,'; fier 20 years in MNew York, desigring for the rch and
Flfamous, Mew Zealand-bom architect David Howell
has moved into the family apartment of his dreams,

Mew Yorkers are bordedine obsessive about finding
peaceful spots in the metmopolis. In rented  apartments,
the mom facing the strest B usually the worst; putting
bedrocmms al the fromd of 8 Manhattan house s akin o
moing your mattress into a nightelub. So a visiior fo
Henwall's naw homa, on 1ha sascond oar of 8 seven-staray
Gramenzy condo, will already know thar's something a
litthia skenw-whiffl about him Defore he reveals his accant: the
apartrment’s three bedkooms face the strest.

The counter-intuitive cnentation s a bold Khe fouch
that prizes outdoor ving as much as indoor, East 22nd
Sireet B a relatively serene sde sireet, and large, double-
glared windows add a library-like calm 1o the bedrooms.,
hearwhile, like most Antpodean familes, Howell, hig wifie,
interior dasigner Staffanl Agrons, their 10-vear-old twin
daughters, Bianca and Sintra. and keis the Abyssinian cat
dior most of thalr Ivng at the rear of the home.

Located a stone's throw from the opuient Gramercy
Park Hotel and & quick oycle from the offices of David
Hewed Design on Park Avanue, ths s the first ground-up
commearsia project Howel has undartaken in his 20 years
in Mexww York. He starbed wworke on the: building (five candos
abova sireet leval, and commercial space, parking and
udilities basament balow) with two partnars in 2007, Ona
year in, the recession hit, Bul whila Mew York is liltered
with the shels of stalled apartment developments, Howel's
buiding was cormpleted on fime, and every condo has soid,

The understated exteriorn, clad in mMocha-colounsd brick,
blends in with its neighbours. It s distinguished by those
larga, schaol-room-sized windows, DUL "t wasn't tndng to

e Bri rina, beest, fancy thing”, savs Howell, who has no interest
i he “condos of curtain glass® thal ine Manhattan's cavernous
avanues. *| just think, “Yuck.™

Insida the apartment, the kichen has tuned oul 1o be
@ hancy adverisement for his serdces: Howell has fourd
it's the place whene he has the best chence of explaining his
design philcscphy 1o new dients, Especialy song the eastern
seaboard, LIS imterors tend towards the opulent and finiclky
i can be an ovarbearingly old-fashioned aesthetic: tongue-
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ARCHITECT David Howiedl
Architects, New Yark
BIRTHPLACE Hastings,
Mew Zealand. Ha
studied architecture

at the Uinkversity of

; Auckland and moved to

Mew York to establish
his architecture practice
there 20 years ago.
CLIENTS Howell's warm,
moderm designs have
garmered him a mixture
of commercial work for
high-end retail clisnts
{such as media agencies
and the handbag and
ACCRSIOHES COMPany
Gaoach) and residential
work for technology
milliaraires, including

a loft for Facebook co-
founder Chris Hughes
and a ranawvation of 8
Brookiyn mansicn for a
Googhe enginesr.

LOCAL CONNECTION
Hewedl visits Naw
Zealand mast summers

 with his wite and two

daughtars. He recantly
completed & building
in Upper Guean Streel
in Auckland, and has
angther one under way
in Moluaka,
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HOME.

HOMAE New Jeatand is
b country's leading
hame daskn magazing,
Every ispue showcasas
amazing homes by
Mew Zealand's bast
architacts.

and-groove cabinetry,
plish  furrure,  stately
dining sals and gigantic
badroam furmitung,

To lkap past this,
Howal has  browught
severd  clients  hans,
induding the “Google
guys" = young technology
axperts who tend to bring
thedr mothers ta the first
mesting, "They're 22
years old, theywe just
soid thar company for
$20 milian, they'va just
bought a %4 million loft,
These ane smart kads, but
visually and design-wise they've got no experance,” Howell
miplaing, "So | bring them here and show that it can ba
waarm and interesting, not borng.”

The suibtia sales techrique warks, David Howsll Desgn
has recently completed a loft for Facebook co-fourder
Chris Hughes, and the renovation of a stunning Prospect
Park West mansion for 8 Googhe enginesr. Howell's work
im Mew viark precominantly imobes renovations and stylish
re-fils on high-end mesidential homes and ownhouses
His commencial projects indude retal cients and media
agencies looking for airy, warm designs that encourage
craathity and focus, Outsicde Mew York, Howell has flexed
his diesign musde with hotel projects in [uibal, & ski house
irv Litah and a stunning Mesican hacienda

Howell's journay to Mew ork from Hastings' Karamu

High Schook was a slop-start one. He arrived ab the
Unbsersity of Auckland's School of Architecturs in the iate
19708, but his second-year studies were nfemuptad by
a medical drama: cancer. “Thal was a pratty devastating
year" he says, with cheerful undarstatement. A successiul
siv-month baut of chemo later, he was back al schodi,
firally graduating seven years after he first amhved,

Following five enjoyable yesrs working with architect
Richard Priest, Howell took his firsst big tip overseas, It was
intended a3 an inspirational breather belora he setiled back
in Mew Fealand 1o "really get nto my career”, Within days
of arming in Manhattan, he was struck by an ides: "I'm
mowing b Neww Work."

Then bagan the hard slog of doorkrocking, nevigating
the harmetic East Coast old boys' network, securing a
qgraan card, and starfing his own company. () Rterally pulled
aut rmy drawing board from under my bed, put i an my
table and ssid, ‘Opan for business,")

Howed still works occasionally in Mew Zealand, with
prajects on Auckland's Upper Cuesn Strest and in Motugks,
and If his daughtars hawe thelr way, the famiby will ba Iing
in the South Pacific within the decade. "The geks want 1o go
to uriversity thara, and | don't blamea therm Decausa every
time they oo to Mew Zeatand it's summear and they'ne on
playtime. So maybe in sight years 1l go back, But | think it
would be hard for me to go back and practise becauss I'm
not sura I'd know sl the ndes.”

Henwiall simply hias 1o look at his cwn backyard — a smal
pieca af Mew Zealand nestled in Manhattan — to realse his
grasp of the rule Dook is just fina, &
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